The streets were oddly quiet as we approached the Broad Street junction in
downtown Monrovia. We were headed to the center of Liberia’ s Decoration Day
—the city cemetery on Center Street. We turned a corner and, suddenly, a crowd
swarmed before us in the cemetery and in the street; people climbed around the
above-ground graves in Palm Point Cemetery. Machetes were brandished to
clean grass around the edifices from the last year and to repaint graves.
Decoration Day, which is held the second Wednesday in March, isthe only day
Monrovians enter the cemetery. But people travel from all across Liberia and
neighboring countries,

for thisday to

remember family

members and friends

who have died. Some

families work

solemnly on graves

while groups of

friends wear memorial

t-shirts and dance in

honor of their lost

loved ones. Today

Liberia celebrates the

lives of those who

have passed on

before them.



