She was born healthy, with no
complications. But during the first
week of her life, Deborah began to
develop a serious condition on and
around her eye, causing it to become
very swollen.

So her mother, Rebecca, brought Deborah,
the youngest of her five children, to the Mercy Ship; the little girl was only eight
days old. She was scheduled for a CT-scan. The scan showed what doctors
believed was a tumor, but they did not perform a biopsy, fearing that Deborah
would bleed to death during such a procedure. They told Rebecca that there were
three possible diagnoses for her daughter, and none of them were good. There
was nothing they could do but pray. The doctors sent Rebecca and Deborah
home, expecting the baby to pass away within weeks.

The Mercy Ships palliative care team, made up of two

“God told nurses and a counselor, has the difficult task of working

me He's alongside individuals and families who cannot be helped
) with medical intervention—people whose death is seemingly

Not goiNg  imminent. Susan Fuhrer, Sondra Dodgen, and Annette
Eveleens make home visits, assisting people in preparing—
to take my physically, emotionally, and spiritually—for their own death

only  or that of a loved one.

daughter' Susan, Sondra, and Annette began visiting Deborah and

He has the family soon after the little girl returned home. They

: discovered that Rebecca had been told not to breastfeed

Some_thlng her baby, out of fear that she might contract something
SpeC|aI for from the girl. So they encouraged Rebecca to feed Deborah

” well and treat her as if she would live. “However much time
Deborah. she still has,” they told Rebecca, “you still need to take care
of her.”

Each week, the team visited. And each week, Deborah seemed to be in better
health than she’'d been the week before. “God’s going to heal my baby,” Rebecca,
now full of hope, told them.

Soon, Deborah—who was not supposed to live for more than a few weeks—was
three months old. Arrangements were made for her to be re-evaluated onboard
the hospital ship. Dr. Jim Rowsey, a volunteer eye surgeon, examined her, and
he said he didn’t see a tumor. But then he looked at the original CT-scan, taken



months earlier. It clearly showed that a tumor was present. He couldn’t believe
he would have missed that in the exam.

A second CT-scan was ordered. Deborah, now without many of the initial visible
signs of the problem, went in for the procedure. Dr. Jim was amazed, as he
announced the test’s results: “Whatever it was is gone. There’'s no tumor. She’s
going to live.”

There may be a medical explanation for Deborah’s healing, but Rebecca, for one,
considers it a miracle. Now a vibrant and chubby five-month-old, Deborah will
come to the Mercy Ship in 2007, when it makes another visit to Liberia. She will
see the doctors again, so her health condition can be assessed. But her mother
says her visit will be about more than that.

“Deborah’s going to be on the dock waving at you the next time the ship comes.”




