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Mercy Shipsholds six-day
conference for church
leaders

A Mercy Ships Church Leaders’ Workshop
and Conference brought together more than
500 pastors and church leaders from Monrovia
and the surrounding areas. The six-day event,
co-organized by Mercy Ships and the Liberian
Council of Churches, was built around the
theme, “ The Church as a Change Agent in
Reconciliation and Peace-building.”

The nation of Liberiaisin the midst of
rebuilding after 14 years of civil war. On

16 January, a new president was inaugurated,
bringing in anew administration and a new era
in the country’ s history. In this context, the
conference aimed to equip pastors to be agents
of change in their communities and in their
country, and to encourage the same in their
parishioners. “ We want to help the church of
Liberia to seeits potential....to continue to help
them see that they are the agent of change,”
stated Vincent Luwizhi, the manager of the
Mercy Ships Church Empowerment team.

Jerry Kulah, a Liberian pastor and a member
of the planning team for the conference,
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stressed that change in individualsis central to
changein asociety: “ If thereis not internal
transformation, there can never be adequate
external transformation. So until we are
changed from within, there cannot be a
permanent change outside.”

In order to equip pastors and church |eaders to
be a part of such change, they were offered
two days of workshops and afour-day
conference, as well servicesin the evenings.
Facilitators led small-group workshops on
topicsincluding HIV/AIDS education,
children and youth ministries, the church and
the challenge of drugs and substance abuse,
the church’srole in holistic community
development, and advocacy and justice.
Following the workshops, all the church
leaders met for a four-day conference that
featured teachings on peace-building and
reconciliation. The conference’s keynote
speaker was Rev. Ade Ajaa, aNigerian-born
pastor and international speaker currently
heading up Kingdom Connection, achurch in
Denver, Colorado.

Luwizhi is planning a second conference,
to take placein rural Liberiain the
coming months.




