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Dental team holds one-day 
clinic in Bomi County 
 
The Mercy Ships Dental Team spends most of 
its days running a clinic set up in a bustling 
part of Monrovia.  However, on 9 December, 
team members packed up their chairs and 
instruments and headed for Bomi County, a 
rural area on the outskirts of the city.   
 
Mercy Ships is engaged in several projects in 
Bomi during the current field service to 
Liberia: community health education, latrine- 
and well-building, and construction of roads 
and bridges.  For one day, the Dental Team 
added to this effort, bringing their clinic to the 
12 communities in Bomi County.  The team 
offered basic services like tooth extractions to 
people who have, in most cases, never been to 
a dentist. 
 
Three dentists led the group, which also 
included three dental assistants, a sterilizer, 
and six Liberian translators, among others.  
Throughout the day, people from the 
surrounding villages came to the clinic for care.  
Some of them had waited many years to see a 
dentist.  One patient said that fifteen years ago, 
near the beginning of Liberia’s civil war, he 
had been ambushed by a group of combatants.  
They beat him severely, striking his head 
repeatedly with their weapons.  The encounter 

left him with numerous health problems.  One 
of his front teeth was broken off, but a small 
piece of the tooth remained and became 
infected.  Within minutes, though, Dr. Keith 
Chapman extracted the tooth that had kept the 
man in pain for a decade and a half. 
 
Over the course of the day, the team treated 31 
patients, bringing relief to people who had 
spent years in pain.  However, said Dental 
Assistant Joseph Dumbuya, part of the day’s 
success was unrelated to the medical 
assistance the team offered.  “ Just our 
presence here means a lot,”  he stated.  “ It 
brings the kingdom of God closer.  It makes a 
big impact.”     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Dutch film crew visits 
Anastasis 
 
A Dutch film team recently spent three days 
onboard the Mercy Ship Anastasis, catching 
footage of the ship’s crew in action.  The two-
man team, from Dutch National Television, 
was working as part of Zendtijd voor Kerken, 
an organization that broadcasts church services 
to hundreds of thousands of viewers 
throughout Holland every Sunday morning.   
 
Every other month, Zendtijd voor Kerken is 
responsible for giving an offering proposal to 
an organization called Wilde Ganzen, which 
then makes a short television piece on the 
offering objective.  Zendtijd voor Kerken 
chose Mercy Ships as their January proposal, 
based largely upon the recommendation of 
Gerrit Meyerink, a Dutch nurse who 
volunteers regularly onboard the Anastasis.   
 
The groups’  first fundraiser will air nationwide 
on 15 January, and following it, they expect to 
receive contributions designated for Mercy 
Ships.  In addition, Wilde Ganzen will make a 
donation of $36,000 US to Mercy Ships.  This 
guaranteed gift will purchase eight surgical 
tool sets for the newest Mercy Ship, the Africa 
Mercy, which is scheduled to begin field 
service in mid-2006.  The team’s footage will 
also be compiled into a 25-minute 
documentary that will air in May 2006, also  
on Dutch National Television. 
 
Todd Sorrell, Media Liaison for the Anastasis, 
said, “ The Dutch have been strong supporters 

of Mercy Ships since our inception, so we are  
excited about this opportunity to share with 
them the stories of our patients and of the 
communities we work with here in Liberia.”  
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