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Mercy Ship holds VVF
SCreening

It's early on Monday morning in Monrovia,
and a group of women begins gathering on the
dock. To look at these women—stately and
beautiful in their brightly-colored clothing—
the turmoil in which they live would not

be evident.

These women suffer from Vesico-vaginal
fistula (VVF), acondition that often results
from complications in childbirth. Many
women in West Africalive as outcasts because
of VVF, which causes them to be incontinent,
to constantly leak urine and give off an
unmistakable smell. Yet thisis not the only
torment they live with: in addition, about 95%
of them lose their babies during difficult
childbirths that cause VVF.

Mama, a young woman about 30 years of age,
sat under the orange tent on the dock, waiting
her turn to be examined. She and afriend
travelled to the Mercy Ship from Nimba
County, Liberia. It wasajourney severd
hours long, but after nine years of living with
VVF, the trip was well worth it. She had hope
on her face — a hope mixed with sadness and
tiredness. “ The child that put mein this
problemdied,” she said.

Mercy Shipsis offering Mama and women
like her anew start. During the March-June
2005 field servicein Liberia, surgeons
performed 72 surgeriesto repair VVFs. They
hope to offer onboard operations to 120 more
women in the current seven-month field
service and facilitate arrangements for an
additional 30 to travel to the Mercy Ships
fistula hospital in Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Comfort Y eboah, a Mercy Ships crewmember,
has worked with VVF patientsin Sierra Leone
and in Liberia, helping them through a
recovery period that can be amonth long. She
has seen countless teenagers, young mothers,
and grandmothers be given hope and healing,
after years of living with VVF. “It’s not easy.
But | am happy when they are healed
completely. They are very grateful .”

Teaching theteachers

Four Mercy Ships crew members, professional
teachers from four different countries, are
sharing their expertise with Liberian educators,
working to enhance learning for primary
school studentsin Liberia. The Child
Development Project (CDP) team is coming
alongside local teachers, modeling creative
teaching methods and participatory learning,
and encouraging them to incorporate these
methods in their classrooms.



During thefirst Liberiafield servicein early
2005, the team worked with teachers from six
schoolsinthe Monroviaarea. Thisweek,

many of these teachers took part in follow-up
workshops onboard the Mercy Ship. The CDP
team consisted of the four certified teachers,
three Liberian trandators, and three Mercy
Ships crew members. The CDP team

modelled lessons for the educators, helped
them plan lessons, and observed them teaching.

Jerry Nyamgbeh, headmaster at the Point Four
Elementary School, attended the workshop
along with several teachers from Point Four.
He felt the workshop would have far-reaching
positive effects at the school. “ I’m very happy.
[ The teachers] will be effective, efficient, and
the students will benefit.” He is hopeful, too,
that the training this small group of teachers
receives will have alarger impact and aid each
of the 57 instructors at the school.

Corinna Ambrass, ateacher from Germany
who heads up the Mercy Ships CDP team, has
been impressed with her students
commitment. “ They are so eager to learn, to
ask questions,” shesaid. “ They are very
grateful for any ideas they get.”

In January, the team will augment their staff
with four additional translators and begin a
second round of workshops. Thistime they
will work with six more schoolsin Monrovia
and the surrounding areas, bringing training to
an additional 24 teachers and ultimately
impacting some 800 students.
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