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U.S. media team visits 
Anastasis 
 
A team of journalists from the United States 
recently spent ten days capturing life onboard 
the Mercy Ship Anastasis, from every possible 
angle.  Through the lens of their video camera, 
they saw every side of ship life: from the 
galley to the laundry, from the operating room 
to the engine room.  
 
The behind-the-scenes team, made up of a 
producer, cameraman, and sound technician, 
was led by on-camera personality Bill Kurtis.  
Kurtis is well-known in the world of television 
journalism, where his career has spanned four 
decades.  He worked as a television reporter in 
Chicago for many years, then moved on to 
anchor “CBS Morning News.”   In 1990, he 
took on the challenge of forming his own 
company, Kurtis Productions.  Since then, he 
has worked independently and with cable 
television’s “A&E Network”  to produce some 
of the world’s best investigative journalism.  
 
Bill Kurtis brought this expertise to the 
Anastasis, where he and his team gathered 
footage to produce an hour-long documentary 
on Mercy Ships.  The media team is now in 
the midst of the production process.  The piece, 
when complete, will incorporate the two main 
elements of the Mercy Ship: the patients 

receiving surgery on the ship, and the people 
living their lives on it.  The documentary  
will air on national television in the United 
States in the spring of 2006.  Soon after, the 
piece will be released and sold as a DVD; it 
will be available at retail chains and at 
Christian bookstores.   
 
Todd Sorrell, Media Liaison onboard the 
Anastasis, facilitated the crew’s visit along 
with Diane Rickard, Director of Media 
Relations for Mercy Ships International.  “ The 
film crew truly surpassed my expectations with 
their professionalism and level of sensitivity 
toward our patients, so I couldn’ t be any more 
pleased with their visit,”  Sorrell said.  “ It was 
just awesome to see how our crew welcomed 
four complete strangers into our community, 
our lives, for ten days.  The entire crew—
especially the medical department—deserves a 
standing ovation!”  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Monrovia community 
welcomes Segue course 
par ticipants 
 
“ The Segue presence is a light to our 
community,”  read the sign, hand-printed on a 
small piece of blue paper.  A young man held 
it up as five Land Rovers, packed with people 
and luggage, pulled into New Georgia, a 
Monrovia district. 
 
Twenty-nine young adult participants and two 
staff members from the Mercy Ships Segue 
course arrived in New Georgia on 26 
November to begin the three-week Cross 
Cultural Application phase of the program.  
They will spend this time living and building 
relationships with local families, developing 
their understanding of and appreciation for the 
nation and the people of Liberia.   
 
Many of the seventeen host families had also 
welcomed Segue students into their homes in 
March 2005, when the Anastasis was on her 
first field service to Liberia.  Sam Bono, a 
New Georgia resident, had two “American 
daughters”  in March and looked forward to 
having two more with his family this time.   
“ I have been preparing for the past one 
week,”  Bono said.  “ I just can’ t wait to get 
them home.”  
 

During a ceremony welcoming the group to 
the community, Rev. Jerry P. Kulah, pastor of 
one of New Georgia’s thriving churches and 
the National Liaison for Mercy Ships, 
addressed the participants: “ In the community 
people are there ready to receive you.  So we 
want to just say in a very special way, Mercy 
Ships, you are welcome to the New Georgia 
community.  You are coming to be embraced 
by a loving people, a caring people, a friendly 
people…and they will be glad to know you and 
to fellowship with you.”  
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